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THE MANUFACTURING WORKFORCE EVENT

Nashville, TN
May 5-6, 2026




May 6, 11:00 AM — 12:00 PM —
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Local Investment, Lasting Impact: | _rsme
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Strengthening Manufacturing Talent in
Northern Kentucky

Dr. Shelley Wooley, Gerry Otto Nancy Spivey Christy Ensell,
moderator
Director, Education Programs Chief Executive Officer Vice President, Talent Principal
_ _ The Charles L. Shor Strategies Ludiow High School
SME Education Foundation Foundation Northern Kentucky
Chamber
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EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

Inspire. Prepare. Support.
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The most comprehensive manufacturing
and engineering program for high school
students in the country.

- Provided at no cost to high schools

« Curriculum is tailored to meet local
manufacturers’ needs and aligned
with state educational standards

- Foundation staff coordinate program
development and alleviate
administrative burdens

- Ongoing financial support provided
to sustain program longevity
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12,000+

Students Served

133

Schools

27

States
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21%

Graduating Students Pursue Careers in Manufacturing

33%

Aftend a 4-Year
Manufacturing Program

28%

Aftend Trade School or
Apprenticeship

227

Attend a 2-Year
Manufacturing Program

17%

Directly Enter the
Manufacturing Workforce
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EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

Inspire. Prepare. Support.

SME PRIME IN ACTION:

Meftrology and Quality through
Precision Measurement
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EDUCATION
FOUNDATION

Inspire. Prepare. Support.

SME PRIME IN
ACTION:

Working with VEX
Robotics
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